Childhood hunger grows in Marion and Polk counties
Children in food-insecure households are more likely to be in poorer health and to experience considerable psychological and emotional distress. Under-nutrition, even mild to moderate malnutrition, is a developmental risk factor. Children from food insecure households do not perform as well on academic achievement tests and have higher rates of school absence. They are less likely to form friendships, to be curious, to learn. Childhood hunger can produce impairments that remain throughout life.  The costs to our communities are great in lost productivity and in increased social services over their lifetimes.

According to Marion-Polk Food Share statistics for the Salem area, 44% of those eating from a food box are children. That's 11% higher than the statewide rate for children receiving emergency food assistance, according to the 2009-10 Oregon Food Bank Hunger Factors Survey.

In Marion County, 59.2% of all school-age children are eligible for the free or reduced-price lunch program. This translates to a total of 35,704 children; with 87% (31,080) receiving a free lunch, and 13% (4,624) receiving a reduced-price lunch. To receive a free lunch, you must be at 130% of poverty (or less), which means earning $28,665 per year or less for a family of four. To receive a reduced-price lunch, you must be at 185% of poverty (or less), which means earning $40,793 per year or less for a family of four. (Source: Oregon Dept. of Education, 2010-11) 

In Polk County, 51.2% (3,378) of all school-age children qualify for the free or reduced-price lunch program. Nearly 88.5% (2,989) were eligible for a free lunch and 11.5% (389) receiving a reduced-price lunch. (Source: Oregon Dept. of Education, 2010-11).

Up the Santiam Canyon, 57.5% of children are participating in the free or reduced-price lunch program, for a total of 345 children in need of food assistance. In Falls City, 118 of the 165 children (71.5%) in the school system are receiving a free or reduced-price lunch. In Woodburn, 85% of students (4,448) are participating in the free or reduced-price lunch program. 

The 2011 Poverty Guidelines for the 48 Contiguous States and the District of Columbia 

Persons in family    Poverty guideline
          1                      $10,890
          2                        14,710
          3                        18,530
          4                        22,350
          5                        26,170
          6                        29,990
          7                        33,810
          8                        37,630
For families with more than 8 persons, add $3,820 for each additional person.
