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Flight Against Hunger is Taking Off

To help fight local hunger, Marion-Polk Food Share is casting a wider net that will require air travel to further research low-cost food development alternatives. To fund needed travel, the regional food bank has launched its “Flight Against Hunger” initiative.


Local residents are being asked to donate United Airlines Mileage Plus miles to Marion-Polk Food Share so they may be used for critical research trips. Many travelers have miles that may expire or are not enough to get a ticket for themselves. These miles donated to Marion-Polk Food Share could help make a difference feeding hungry children, seniors and families. A goal of 110,000 miles per ticket by April 30 has been set.

“Marion-Polk Food Share is scanning the globe for the best innovations and newest technologies to feed our hungry neighbors. This pursuit has included research into aquaponics and other low-cost protein sources. The next step is to consult with experts in the United States and other parts of the world. We’re seeking United Airlines miles for these tickets to make these trips possible,” said MPFS President Ron Hays. 
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Local food industry donations, retail food recovery efforts and community food drives provide about 65 percent of the nutritious emergency food MPFS distributes to its 
network of 97 hunger-relief partners. USDA commodities, which last year accounted for 1.6 million pounds, are expected to be less than half this year. 
 
“The demand for emergency food in Marion and Polk counties is increasing at an alarming rate. At this point, we need to look outside the conventional box. To keep pace, we must explore and develop economical ways to produce food ourselves, especially protein,” Hays said.

For the past year, MPFS has been researching aquaponics, a system of raising vegetable crops and fish in a climate-controlled, water efficient environment. The research looks promising, but now it’s time to talk to the experts and get a closer look at successful operations in Wisconsin, Colorado, Maryland and other locales.

“We need this level of experiential learning to formulate the next steps we will be taking to move forward with essential projects to fill the protein gap that exists in our hunger relief operations,” Hays said.


The Flight Against Hunger program will help key staff travel to these destinations. To donate United Airlines Mileage Plus Miles to MPFS, contact Don Mertes at 503-581-3855, ext. 333.
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...because no one should be hungry








